
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome to the latest Ripponden J&I School newsletter.  

I am absolutely delighted to have been appointed as the Headteacher of our school and am really 

looking forwards to getting on with the job.  Now that the recruitment process is complete, I can 

focus on the important stuff: leading a school which gives every child the opportunity to thrive. To 

do this I need an amazing team around me and you (our families) are a very important part of 

that team. By working together we can help our inclusive, friendly school grow from strength to 

strength with a culture where all children are valued and supported.   

Thank you once again for all your lovely messages of support and congratulations. Now let’s get 

back to the good stuff: what have the children been up to? Class teachers share day to day events 

with you on Class Dojo and in my newsletters I aim to give you a flavour of what has been going 

on and what is coming up. I hope you enjoy reading them. 

If you would like to get in touch about anything then please drop in at reception or email the office 

at: office@ripponden.calderdale.sch.uk who will forward your message on. You may also be able 

to catch me in the playground at pick up or drop off times. 

 Headteacher  

 

Y6 

 

Y6 are now in the final half term of their time at Ripponden J&I! 

They coped brilliantly with SATs then had a walk and a picnic up to Baitings Dam to blow away 

the cobwebs. This week they are off to YHA Langdale in the Lake District for their residential 

week. It looks like it might be soggy but I know that Mrs Lomas will make sure they have a 

brilliant (and safe!) time. Mrs Lomas will post photos on Class Dojo as much as she can while 

they are away and I will share some of these with the rest of the school too. Then, as soon as 

they get back, rehearsals for their end of year performance, Matilda, will be in full flow! 
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Musical Soiree 

We had a brilliant night at the Musical Soiree! Over 50 children took part, sharing a wide range 

of musical skills to a hall full of families and friends. We also raised over £300 towards next 

year’s Young Voices coach. Thank you all for your donations and support. 

  

  

                                    

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception and KS1 trip to SeaLife Centre 

Our youngest classes all went on a trip together last Friday. What a day they had at SeaLife 

Centre in Manchester! 

      

      

 

    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caretaker 

Our fabulous caretaker, Damian, is retiring in July! Damian joined us about 3 years ago as a “fill-

in” while we recruited for a permanent post-holder and has been with us ever since! He loves our 

school but he has decided it is time to go travelling on his barge again and who can blame him? 

We will say our proper goodbyes to Damian at the end of term.  

If you know anyone who could fill Damian’s boots and would like to apply for our caretaker’s post 

then please ask them to either: check the vacancies page of the school website (from Mon 8/6), 

ring or email Mrs Skotnicki on: 01422 823363/ office@ripponden.calderdale.sch.uk or look on the 

Calderdale Council jobs webpage. 

Events and Parking 

There are lots of events coming up to which parents are invited to attend. Things like 

Sports/Race Days, Y6 performances and End of Year assemblies will mean that a lot of parents 

in vehicles will be looking for parking spaces. We will open the school playground as a car park 

for events after the school day but obviously cannot do this during the school day. Therefore can 

I please ask you to be thoughtful about where you park. I often have difficult conversations with, 

and emails from, our neighbours on Greenacres who get very frustrated with how people park 

when they are coming to school. I have assured them that I will regularly remind parents to park 

considerately: 

Please do not park in parking spaces which are marked for Greenacres Residents only. Parking 

here causes disruption and inconvenience to our neighbours. We would also ask that you do not 

park in the cross-hatched areas as these are marked to allow access for emergency vehicles. 

Thank you for your understanding and support. Every moment I spend talking to our neighbours 

about parking issues is a moment I am not spending with the children and our team.  

Class Teachers for 2026-27 

Children and families will be informed before transition day on 3rd July about who the class 

teachers for each year group will be in 2026-27. This is how we always do it but it seems to have 

taken some parents by surprise for some reason this year! We are still finalising some details,  

which is not unusual, especially considering we have only recently completed the Headteacher 

recruitment process.  

Busy bees in the Summer Holidays 

Booking for the summer holidays will be open on the app from Monday 8th June. We will be 

open for the whole 6 weeks provided we have enough demand. Busy Bees is also open to 

children from other schools during holiday periods so please share this information with anyone 

who might need this type of child care. 

Please note that you will no longer be able to cancel holiday bookings on the app and will need 

to contact Busy Bees by email, in person or by phone giving 7 days notice. This is due to the 

high number of last minute cancellations we had during half-term which resulted in us over-

staffing and having high food wastage. 
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PTFA Fathers Day Gifts 

For Father’s Day, children will get the chance to design and give the perfect gift to their dads and 

other special gentlemen in their lives- a custom friendship bracelet. 

All bracelets will be made using black beads, with their choice of name and coloured stars. 

 

Bracelets are £3 each and come with a gift bag and tag. 

 

Children will be bringing home forms to complete on Monday 8th June, and they must be returned 

by Monday 15th June to the school office with either cash or having sent money by bank transfer 

to the PTFA bank account as detailed on the poster. 

 

Bracelets will be given out to children to bring home on Thursday 18th June, in time for Father’s 

Day. 

 

Duplicate forms can be found at the school office if your child would like to design more than one 

bracelet, or please add further options to the back of the form. 

 



Diary Dates 

Lots of dates will be added regularly – keep an eye on the diary dates section! We will add 

more detail in the coming weeks. 

 

June 2026 

 

Fri 5th   KS2 Celebration Assembly – 2.45pm 

Mon 8th – Fri 12th Y6 Residential week 

Fri 12th  Rec/KS1 Celebration Assembly – 2.45pm 

Tues 16th  Class photos 

Tues 16th  Coffee Morning with SENDCo 8.30am - 9.30am 

Tues 16th  Y5 to Savile Park Primary School as part of school linking project 

Weds 17th  Parents welcome meeting for September Reception Class – 6pm in the school 

hall. 

Thurs 18th  Boys Football v Gleddings (A) 

Fri 19th  KS2 Celebration Assembly – 2.45pm 

Mon 22nd Y3/4 trip to Murton Park 

Mon 22nd  Y1 and Y2 Race Day - 1.15pm 

Tues 23rd  Whole School Sports Day – 9.15(ish) 

Weds 24th  Y5 and Y6 Race Day – 1.15pm 

Thurs 25th  Little Acorns Race Day – 1.30pm 

Fri 26th  Y3 and Y4 Race Day – 1.15pm 

Fri 26th Rec/KS1 Celebration Assembly – 2.45pm 

 

July 2026 

 

Fri 3rd   Transition Day 

Fri 3rd   Clubs finish for summer 

Fri 10th   Reports due out 

Fri 10th   Dress Down Day for donations for Summer Bonanza 

Mon 13th   RockSteady Concert – 9.30am 

Mon 13th   Summer Bonanza in school (pm) – pupils only 

Tues 14th   Coffee Morning with SENDCo 8.30am - 9.30am 

Weds 15th  Y6 production (afternoon – time tbc) 

Weds 15th   Y6 production (evening – 6pm)  

Thurs 16th  Rec/Ks1 End of Year Assembly – 9.15am 

   KS2 End of Year Assembly – 2.15pm 

Fri 17th  Y6 Leavers assembly (time tbc) 

Fri 17th   School breaks up for summer holidays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



2025/2026 Calendar of main events (see below) 

This is a summary of main events. Please keep looking at the half-termly diary dates section on the newsletter, as they get updated regularly. 

 



 


