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INTENT 

 

At Ripponden J&I School, our Geography curriculum is designed to develop 

children’s curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain 

with them for the rest of their lives.   

We are committed to providing children with opportunities to investigate and make 

enquiries about their local area of Ripponden and Calderdale so that they can 

develop a real sense of who they are, their heritage and what makes our local area 

unique and special.  They are then able to compare this to other areas of the UK and 

the wider world, investigating a range of places to help develop their knowledge and 

understanding of the Earth’s physical and human processes.  

Through their growing knowledge and understanding of physical geography, pupils 

can develop their fieldwork skills, including how to use, draw and interpret maps.   

Through their growing knowledge and understanding of human geography, children 

gain an appreciation of life in other cultures, therefore teaching respect and an 

understanding of what it means to be a positive member of a multi-cultural country.  

We also develop the children’s ability to apply geography-based enquiry and 

questioning skills to enable them to confidently communicate their learning using tier 

three vocabulary.   

Geography teaching also motivates children to be citizens of the future by looking at 

environmental and humanitarian issues at a local, national and global level, enabling 

them to recognise the importance of sustainable development for the future of 

mankind. 

National Curriculum and Coverage 

 

Geography at Ripponden is in line with the 2014 Primary National Curriculum in 

England, including requirements for KS1 and KS2, and for EYFS, follows the 2021 

Framework. Geography teaching at Ripponden has been mapped across the school 

to deliver the requirements of the National Curriculum through blocks of learning, 

ensuring consistency and progression of skills, knowledge and understanding 

throughout the school so that eventually pupils are able to explain how the Earth’s 

physical and human features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and 

change over time.  
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Early Years Foundation Stage     

 

Geography in the Foundation Stage is taught within the specific area of 

‘Understanding the World’:  

 Past and Present 

o Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in 

society; 

 People, culture and community 

o Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from 

observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps; 

o Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country 

and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-

fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps. 

 The Natural World 

o Explore the natural world around them, making observations and 

drawing pictures of animals and plants; 

o Know some similarities and differences between the natural world 

around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their 

experiences and what has been read in class;   

o Understand some important processes and changes in the natural 

world around them, including the seasons and changing states of 

matter. 

 

Key Stage One 

In Key Stage 1, we massively prioritise phonics and early reading and of course this 

is time consuming to do properly. We focus on the ‘basic skills’ in order to allow the 

children to be able to access the wider curriculum. In terms of foundation subjects in 

Key Stage One, again, the teachers identify the essential skills and knowledge from 

the national curriculum that the children need in order to access the Key Stage 2 

curriculum.  Pupils in KS1 will develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom 

and their locality. They should understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating 

to human and physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-

hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness. 

 Autumn  Spring  Summer 

Year 1 Our School, Our 
Park, Our Town 

Capital Cities of the 
UK 

Local weather & 
weather in the UK 

Year 2  Hot and Cold climates 
 
Continents & Oceans 
 

Comparing the seaside 
with our Local 
Environment 
 
Non-European Study - 
China 
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Key Stage Two 

In KS2, pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local 

area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will 

include the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant 

human and physical features. They should develop their use of geographical 

knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place 

knowledge. 

 Autumn  Spring  Summer 

Year 3 UK counties and 
cities including an in-
depth study of 
Calderdale & West 
Yorkshire 
 
Volcanoes 

 Study of a contrasting 
region in the UK – The 
Isles of Scilly 

Year 4 Physical and human 
geography of Europe 

In-depth study of Italy Roman and Anglo-
Saxon settlements in 
the UK and 
Scandinavia 

Year 5 Why do people leave 
their homes? 
Including refugees 
and earthquakes 

The Continent of 
South America 
 
Study of a region of 
South America – The 
Amazon Rainforest 

 

Year 6 The Continent of 
North America 

Rivers and Mountains Local environmental 
study 

 

 

IMPLEMENTATION 

 

Teaching and Learning 

 A blocked curriculum approach has been implemented to ensure coverage 

and progression in all skills relating to geography.  

 Geography will usually be taught one session a week for three half terms of 

the year (alternated with History).  

 Teachers will deliver their geography lessons using combinations of whole 

class learning with directed questioning, independent tasks and small group 

work. 

 Teachers will have high expectations of all pupils and create a positive 

attitude towards geography in their lessons. 
 Lessons will develop long term memory by allowing for repetition of learning 

within the year and year on year.  Children are expected to retain prior-
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learning and explicitly make connections between what they have previously 

learned and what they are currently learning.  
 For all subjects, teachers identify key, essential questions from their units of 

work. These are deemed to be the most important aspects of learning that are 

needed to be built upon in further studies. These are passed on to the subject 

leaders to collate and then distribute to all staff. These questions are then used 

in subsequent years as ‘Flashback 4s’ to maintain the knowledge fresh in the 

children’s minds and create the ‘sticky learning’ that we know is so important.  

 Tier 3 vocabulary is taught explicitly within the unit and reinforced throughout 

the year, alongside any tier 2 vocabulary necessary to access the geography 

curriculum.   

Planning expectations  

Long term plans have been developed with input from the SLT and Geography 

subject leader.  In years 1 to 6, each Geography ‘topic’ is linked, where possible, to a 

key question for each half term and teachers are expected to produce medium term 

plans on a half termly basis which give an outline for each session, including key 

vocabulary, any links to previous learning (using key questions from previous units of 

work) and intended outcomes, as well as the key questions for each unit of work. In 

EYFS, geography planning is part of the Understanding the World planning on an 

EYFS planning document. 

 

Resources 
In classrooms, children should have access to any appropriate physical or digital 

resources in any given session. Teachers may use websites such as Hamilton Trust 

and Twinkl to support teaching and learning but it is expected that teachers will 

adapt these resources to the specific requirements of their class.  The subject leader 

should carry out an annual audit of physical, practical resources within the school to 

ensure they are still relevant and in good condition.  The subject leader should also 

be aware of any useful digital resources and direct staff towards these.   

 

Inclusion 

Geography is part of the broad and balanced curriculum for all children at Ripponden 

J and I School. We want all children to achieve and ensure that all children have the 

opportunity to gain geographical skills, knowledge and understanding regardless of 

gender, race, class, physical or intellectual ability.  Teacher’s planning will include 

children of all abilities and appropriate tasks will be set for children with SEND.  

Teachers will address the different abilities in the class by differentiated questioning, 

and using open-ended tasks which can be completed by all children where the 

outcome is flexible depending on ability. Teachers can use higher level questioning 

to develop children’s understanding and provide extension tasks for those who need 

them. Some ability grouping may be used to enable all children to access the 

learning. 
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Parental involvement 

The geography topics and concepts should be communicated through the half-termly 

curriculum coverage sheet which will be published on the school website. Children 

should be encouraged to continue their research and learning at home and may be 

set homework challenges or projects as appropriate. 

 

Use of support staff 

Support staff should be directed by the teacher so that children are supported where 

necessary.  

 

The role of the subject leader 

The geography subject leader, supported by the SLT, is responsible for monitoring 

the standard of children’s work and for the quality of teaching in geography. This will 

be through scrutinising and cross-referencing medium term plans for each year 

group with an annual ‘book look’, informal leaning walks and discussions with pupils.  

This will also help to determine the impact and enjoyment of geography across the 

school.  Feedback from this will be given to staff at the earliest opportunity during 

staff meeting time.  The geography subject leader should be knowledgeable about 

geography from EYFS to Year 6 and should keep informed about current 

developments in primary geography. They are responsible for communicating these 

developments to other members of staff and supporting colleagues in the teaching of 

geography through CPD and training in the use of resources, either from themselves 

or external courses.  The geography subject leader will know expected the standards 

across EYFS, KS1 and KS2 and make sure that the geography policy and planning 

are followed by all members of staff.  

Cross Curricular links 
Geography links with English through both verbal and written forms. Geography 

encourages discussion of ideas, use of language to explain and increases children’s 

vocabulary of geographical terms, both orally and using written forms.  Geography 

also links with maths in the use of positional and directional language, including co-

ordinates and can even lend itself to data handling. Computing is linked to 

geography through the use of digital technology to explore the world, not only 

through the use of maps but by also using a wide variety of online software which 

allows children to interact with human and physical features. PSHE and British 

Values also link with geography, through learning about how to care for our 

community, country and our planet.  

Learning beyond the classroom is also an important part of Geography at Ripponden 

J and I School. We are lucky to have access to learning opportunities on our fields 

and in our woods, as well as living in a diverse geographical location and educational 

trips link with geography; teachers should take advantage of these when planning 

their Geography curriculum. 
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IMPACT 

 

As children progress throughout Ripponden J and I school, we want them to 

develop a deep knowledge, understanding and appreciation of their local area and 

its place within the wider geographical context. Children will develop the 

geographical knowledge and skills to help them explore, navigate and understand 

the wider world, including significant physical, human and cultural aspects.  We want 

the children to be equipped and ready for the curriculum at Key Stage 3 while 

thoroughly enjoying learning about geography, therefore encouraging them to be 

responsible global citizens who are ready to undertake new life experiences now and 

in the future. 
  

Assessment 

Assessment in foundation subjects, including geography, takes place in many forms, 

including quizzes, paired work, participation in class activities and marking of work. As 

a staff, we have trialled RAG rating the key objectives from each unit of work and 

passing this on to subject leaders. However, after 2 terms of doing this, we evaluated 

the impact of this and found it to be minimal for both class teacher and for subject 

leaders. It was a lengthy task for teachers to complete for each foundation subject for 

each half term, so we decided against doing this moving forward. Additionally, a 

number of subject leaders went on Calderdale network meetings where they were told 

that there is no need to formally assess the foundation subjects. 

 

Instead, teachers have a sound knowledge of the children, their needs and their 

abilities. They can talk with authority about which children do well and those which 

need more support.  

 

Subject leader monitoring is given a high priority and time is given for monitoring 

activities. During monitoring activities, the subject leaders look at planning, look at 

children’s work and speak with children. This is then triangulated when they speak to 

the class teacher. Due to these activities, the subject leaders can be confident of the 

standards in their curriculum areas.  

 

Recording 

Geography work is produced by the children from Year 1 to Year 6 in their 

geography books. Some geography work may be recorded in books in EYFS.  A 

combination of worksheets from planning websites, teacher documents and the 

children’s own ideas, question and answers in written and drawing forms will be seen 

in books. Books may include digital work in the form of photographs, word or power 

point documents or print outs from apps. 
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Marking and feedback 

Feedback to children will be given as much as possible in the lesson to encourage 

on the spot learning and enable the embedding of skills, knowledge and 

understanding.  Recorded work should be stamped using the appropriate stamp for 

each key stage - ‘Got it’ (green), ‘Nearly there’ (orange) or ‘Ooops’ (red).  Spelling 

errors of key words should be highlighted ‘green for growth’ in line with the English 

marking policy, with particular focus on the tier 3 vocabulary identified for the lesson.  

Reporting 

Feedback to parents should be provided through a parents’ evening during the 

autumn and spring terms and a report featuring progress and attainment information 

during the summer term. 

 
Review and Evaluation: 

 

Date of 

Ratification: 

 Signed: 

Mrs Lorraine Bamforth (HEAD TEACHER) 

 

   Mr Steve Fisher (CHAIR OF GOVERNORS) 

Review date:  Signed: 

Mrs Lorraine Bamforth (HEAD TEACHER) 

 

   Mr Steve Fisher (CHAIR OF GOVERNORS) 

 


