Dear parents/carers,
Well, here we are at the final week of the Spring term! We seem to have had all weathers too in
the last week or so?!
The children have been working really hard, completing projects and carrying out assessments in
the past two weeks. As always, we have been really proud of the way the children have approached
their learning. Always doing their best and with a smile on their faces!
You may have noticed we have been very short staffed during the past two weeks. Unfortunately,
COVID and other illnesses seem to have rippled through our staff team, taking out many members
of staff. While the day to day working of the school has continued (a HUGE thanks to last staff
standing for picking up extra jobs and responsibilities!) there may be instances where homework
may not be marked, or sent out, or books may not have been changed etc. Thank you for your
patience with this, I am afraid it has been an inevitable sign of the times! Fingers crossed we have
a full complement of staff after the holidays!
As we break up this afternoon for the Easter holidays, I would like to take the opportunity to thank
you all for your continued support and wish you all a wonderful, peaceful Easter holiday and look
forward to welcoming you all back on Monday 25th April for the summer term.
Have a wonderful break,

Headteacher

Sustrans Big Wheel and Walk Challenge
Well done to all of the children who managed to walk or wheel to
school during the last couple of weeks. The scooter racks are being
well used and we hope that this will continue! This was part of a
Calderdale-wide competition and we are really proud to say that we
came in 5th place! This means that we have been awarded £250 to
spend on active equipment! Well done to everyone who took part!
Here is rota for scooter storage after Easter to keep up the good work:
25th-29th April – Chestnuts
3rd-6th May – Great Oaks
9th-13th May – Saplings

Great Oaks Active
Science
In Science, Great Oaks (Y2)
have been learning about
life processes; what the
differences are between
things that are living, dead
and have never lived. The
sunny weather and spring
flowers have helped us to
use our fantastic school
environment to investigate
this topic.

Huggy Wuggy
We have been asked by safeguarding at Calderdale to distribute the following message:
Nationally, many internet safety agencies are warning parents to be extra vigilant over
seemingly fun videos widely circulating on YouTube and TikTok that feature a menacing
character with razor-sharp teeth with the seemingly friendly name of ‘Huggy Wuggy’.
The character is from a survival horror game called ‘Poppy Playtime’ which has the effect of
leading parents and children to believe the videos are aimed at youngsters and contain no
inappropriate material. It even gets to slip by many devices parental controls.
The reality is that ‘Huggy Wuggy’ a blue bear-like creature chases and threatens other
characters in nightmarish scenarios, leaving many children upset and frightened.
The Poppy Playtime game is perfectly legal and widely available on the App stores for Apple
and Android mobile devices with a PEGI rating of age 12+
Please be vigilant in respect of the content your children are accessing and take appropriate
steps to remove or block any harmful content they may be exposed to.
There’s a Rumble in the Jungle (or in the Bungalow!)
Little Acorns have been reading the rhyming story “Rumble in the Jungle”. Look how they
enjoyed getting into their new roles!

PTFA 2022 Challenge
To coincide with the Easter holidays, the
PTFA are introducing a new 2022
challenge.
We are encouraging each child to
raise £20.22 over the course of 3 weeks,
from now to April 28th. They can do it
individually, as a family or as a group.
They could use the number 22 to inspire
them! For instance, they could bake 22
cupcakes, sing 22 songs, score 22
goals, etc.
£20.22 is the target but there is no
minimum amount needed to join in, and
no maximum. We can’t wait to see what
you come up with!
Sponsor forms have been sent home
this week. We have also sent an
electronic sponsorship form for use in
case you need it. Please be sure to
return all funds and forms in an
envelope labelled with your child(ren)’s
name and class by Thursday 28th April.
There are prizes for the whole school for
combined school targets, so let's all
work together to raise lots!
Happy fundraising!
Ripponden PTFA
COVID-19 vaccination for 5-11 year olds
All children aged 5-11 are now eligible for the COVID-19 vaccination in line with the latest advice
from the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI). As well as protecting children
against serious COVID infection and long COVID, this will reduce the risk of children passing on
the infection to others.
Appointments are available in Calderdale at selected GP practices and community pharmacies.
When booking opens you can view these sites and make an appointment through the NHS
website or by calling 119. Please do not contact your GP practice to make an appointment,
unless they invite you.
Further information about COVID-19 vaccinations for 5–11-year-olds is available on the local
NHS website, www.calderdaleccg.nhs.uk and to book a vaccine for your child - www.nhs.uk/covidvaccine

Redwoods Hearts Are Pumping!
Following on from their work on looking at the structure and function of the heart, Redwoods
have been investigating the effect of exercise on the heart. It is safe to say that they discovered
the harder you exercise, the faster your heart beats! Well done, Redwoods, active education in
action!

Communication with staff
I am sure by now you know that all of our staff work tirelessly for the best needs of all our
children and will happily talk and discuss any issue you may have. We have always been very
open and transparent with you, as parents. The Covid situation has really hampered this and
the majority of communication has been via email or over the telephone. We are planning for a
full ‘reopening’ after Easter, where we are able to have parents in to assemblies and open
events and all staff are really looking forward to re-establishing these relationships face to face.
However, we have seen an increase in emails and telephone conversations which are
bordering on abusive. I have to say that this is most certainly the minority. However, I have
had members of staff who have been shouted at over the telephone and have had abusive
emails in the last couple of weeks.
I am sure that this will come as no surprise that this is not acceptable behaviour and will not be
tolerated. We have a duty of care to our staff as much as we have the children and our staff
have the right to work in an environment where they feel safe and cherished – just like we
expect for our children. We call ourselves the Ripponden Family and just like families there may
be times that we disagree on things, but I wouldn’t expect a family member to speak to another
in the way some parents have spoken to some staff.
Unfortunately, this behaviour is not just here at Ripponden, there have been increases in
abusive communication throughout Calderdale and in fact nationally. Other local schools are
sending out communication to their families, which is reflective of similar issues they are
encountering. I fully appreciate that a lot of this will be borne out of frustration or anxiety,
probably linked to Covid and most certainly linked to wanting the best for our children, but I
cannot and will not accept for our staff to feel intimidated or scared by interactions with parents.
If there are any further incidences of such communication, I will be forced to seek legal advice
and will issue a ban on any abusive parents. This will mean that they will not be allowed on the
school site or to call school, and all communication will have to be by email via the office. I
sincerely hope I won’t have to do this and thank you for your understanding.

Egg-cellent egg hunt in Little Acorns
Little Acorns had fun this morning hunting for eggs, counting them, working out how many more
they needed so everyone could have one and then making (and eating!) chocolate krispie nests.
What a lovely day! And perhaps in some cases, more chocolate around mouths than in
tummies! All in all, some very happy Little Acorns!

Redwoods’ Annual Egg Decorating
Competition
Every year, Mrs Lomas has an eggdecorating competition, where children bring
in boiled eggs and decorate them in class. I
always have the task of judging them (no
bribes exchanged hands, honest!). All of the
designs were well thought out, planned and
really individual.
There could only be three winners though.
So, a huge well done to Brook with Shaun
the Sheep who came in first, Elsie with Nemo
(complete with lucky fin!) who came second
and Ethan with Spiderman who came third.
Well done to everyone for their entries.

Summer Menu
As you know, we have been looking at the menu and have revamped it with lots of different
types of food. We have asked the children what they have enjoyed and what they would like to
see added. We have now refined another menu for the summer term, on a 3-week rotation, as
below. All meals are cooked from scratch and the children are able to have as much or as little
as they would like. We are hoping to hold an open event in the summer term for parents and
carers to come and sample some of the food – watch this space!

Busy Bees – Easter Holiday Club
Busy Bees will be open for all of the Easter Holidays, apart from Good Friday and Easter Monday.
There are two lovely weeks planned – Easter Fun and The Great Outdoors; please see below for
the programme. If you would like to book your child in, please contact either Busy Bees directly or
the office. Holiday clubs are open to all, whether they usually come to Busy Bees or not.

Branch Out Awards
Not Giving Up!
Chestnuts – Ava-Lily S
Willows – Calum R
Maples – Isaac W
Redwoods – Ethan G
Showing Respect
Chestnuts – Thomas S
Willows – Chloe G
Maples – Isaac B
Redwoods – Betsy C-F

Being Enthusiastic
Chestnuts – Lucas S
Willows – Isaac R
Maples – James B
Redwoods – Paige G
Being Kind and Caring
Chestnuts – Leo B
Willows – Eleanor B
Maples – Neve D
Redwoods – Charlotte W

Making Good Choices
Chestnuts – Oscar F
Willows – Alexandra H
Maples – William B
Redwoods – Elsie H

Diary Dates
Lots of dates will be added regularly – keep an eye on the diary dates section! We will add
more detail in the coming weeks.
April
W/c 11th
Busy Bees open all but Good Friday and Easter Monday – please
contact to book
th
Monday 25
Reopen for the summer term
2022 Challenge Sponsor forms and money back in
May
Monday 2nd
Tuesday 3rd
Friday 6th
W/C Monday 9th
Thursday 19th
Friday 20th
Tuesday 24th
Wednesday 25th
Friday 27th
W/C 30th
June
Monday 6th
Tuesday 7th

May Bank Holiday – school closed
School reopen
Reception/KS1 celebration assembly
KS2 SATs Week
Chestnuts to church for anniversary ***more details to follow***
KS2 celebration assembly
Full Governing Meeting
Young Voices – Manchester Arena
Jubilee Celebration Day ***more details to follow***
School closes for half term
Busy Bees open Monday-Wednesday ***more details to follow***

Friday 10th
Wednesday 15th
Monday 20th
Friday 24th
Thursday 30th

School Closed – Queen’s Jubilee
School reopens
Assessment window for Y4 multiplication check and Y1 phonics
Reception/KS1 celebration assembly
Reception 2022 Parents’ Open Evening
Year 6 residential to Langdale all week
KS2 celebration assembly
Musical Soiree

July
Friday 1st

KS2 celebration assembly

Monday 4th
Tuesday 5th
Friday 8th
Tuesday 19th
Friday 22nd

Transition Day (TBC)
KS2 SATs results due
Y3/4 Trip to Yorkshire Wildlife Park
Reception/KS1 celebration assembly
Full Governing Meeting
School closes for summer

Growing Together, Reaching for the Sky

