
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear parents/carers, 

 

Another two weeks have whizzed by, and we are certainly getting all weathers!! Please ensure that 

your children have clothes appropriate to all weathers as we never know what we may get!! Please 

also make sure that all clothes are named, so if they are lost, they can get back to you!  

 

Thank you to those Little Acorns parents who joined us on Wednesday evening to learn about 

phonics – how we teach, how your children learn and how you can help at home. If you weren’t 

able to attend, I have popped the powerpoint from the evening on the Little Acorn’s class page - 

Little Acorns (Reception) | Ripponden Junior & Infant School have a look and as always, please 

ask us if you are not sure of anything.  

 

Parents evening is coming up just before half term. This is an opportunity to meet with your child’s 

class teacher to see how your child has settled into their new class and how they have started the 

new academic year. Booking is online and will open on 9th October. The link with details on how to 

book will be emailed out before this time. It will be lovely to see you all then.  

 

We have had a busy couple of weeks and are planning lots of super activities for the rest of this 

term and indeed the rest of the year. Don’t forget to keep an eye on the diary dates section for up-

to-date events. Busy Bees bookings for October half term is open now – make sure you book to 

avoid disappointment!  

 

Have a lovely weekend, 

 

 
Headteacher  

Superstar Henry! 

A huge congratulations to our very own Henry, 

who took part in a duathlon the weekend before 

last. This saw him taking part in both running and 

cycling events. Not only did he take part, but he 

came a fantastic 5th place out of 50 competitors! 

Just amazing! What an achievement! Well done, 

Henry, we are really proud of you and will be 

tracking your progress in events very closely! We 

are sure you will go far!   

https://www.ripponden.calderdale.sch.uk/little-acorns


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Girls Football – report by Mabel, Year 6 

On Wednesday 24th September, the girl’s football team played in a football tournament. The first 

match was against St Mary’s, Lotte score one goal, so Ripponden won the game 1-0. 

 

The second game was against Triangle. Ripponden won this match 3-1; Esme scored two and 

Triangle scored an own goal! 

 

The next match was against St John’s. Of course, Ripponden won this game as well; the score 

was 4-0! In this match, Lotte scored one, Esme scored two and Lottie scored one (with her 

face!!!)!! 

 

The last match was the final against Copley. Unfortunately, Copley won 3-0. Ripponden came 

second out of eight teams.  

 

Overall, Ripponden did very well and altogether the goals added up to eight goals. Well done 

girls!  

PTFA AGM 

Our PTFA AGM will be held in 

school on Tuesday 30th September 

at 6pm. This is a wonderful 

opportunity to hear about what the 

PTFA did last year, what they raised 

and how they supported school. It is 

also a wonderful way for you, as 

parents to get involved in whatever 

capacity you can, to raise money 

and give our children fabulous 

experiences. EVERYONE 

WELCOME, PLEASE COME 

ALONG!  

Timeline Complete! 

Damian has now completed the timeline, with final 

entries from Eva and Lottie for The English Civil War. 

When you are in school, please be sure to go and have 

a look at it. We are also working on a video of the 

timeline, which we will share on social media for you to 

see. It has been a fantastic project for children to see 

their artwork being professionally painted on our 

timeline. Well done to all of the children, once again for 

their entries and again to our fantastically talented 

Damian for creating such an incredible legacy for our 

school.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PINS Project at Ripponden 

As you may be aware, we are a part of the PINS Project this academic year. PINS stands for 

Partnership for Inclusion of Neurodiversity in Schools and is a Calderdale pilot scheme that 

supports our school to enhance provision, staff training and support for children who are 

neurodiverse.  To successfully participate, we need your involvement! 

 

On Tuesday 14th October, PINS will be holding a parental engagement session from 9-10:30am 

in the Woodland Room.  

 

Come along to our SEND Parent Engagement Coffee Morning! 

Family Voice Calderdale is running a friendly, informal coffee-morning style session for parents 

and carers of children and young people with SEND. We will be hosting one here in school on the 

14th October from 9am – we will be providing tea, coffee and biscuits – and we’d love you to join 

us. 

These relaxed sessions are a great chance to: 

• Meet other parents and carers in a supportive environment 

• Meet the Family Voice team and learn more about local SEND services, training and 

support 

• Share your experiences – or simply take a moment for yourself with a nice hot drink 

• Have your voice heard about what matters to you and your child 

• Hear updates about the PINS pilot taking place in school this year 

 

You’re welcome to drop in for as long or as little as you like.  

 

We look forward to seeing you then! 

 

 

 
Ripponden School part of the Danceathon for Overgate 

On Tuesday 16th September, we took children from Year 1 to Year 6 to the Ripponden Club to be 

involved in the Danceathon – a twelve-hour sponsored dance for Overgate Hospice. The children 

had a lovely time, as part of the community dancing away. The event raised a fantastic £565.52 

for this wonderful cause, and we were delighted to be part of it!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support for our Super Children 

What an absolutely thrilling start to the year for our incredible children!  

 

As many of you know, over the summer Miss Smith and Miss Sladdin worked their magic 

to create an amazing room – The Dell - dedicated to supporting every child, and it’s been 

wonderful to see how it’s come to life! This room and our dedicated staff will continue to offer 

extra support to any child who needs it, whether they need a cozy space for their mental health or 

a quiet area for reading and focus.  

 

We're super excited about our SEND phonics group, and our fantastic ''Talk About it'' sessions, 

which are filled with fun memory and visual games alongside Lego Therapy. The mornings in the 

hall and sensory room are not only relaxing but also super engaging, helping our children 

feel calm and ready to dive into their lessons. Plus, all the hard work in gardening club over the 

summer has truly paid off - we've successfully harvested potatoes and onions!  

 

Just a quick reminder:  Gardening club runs on Monday afternoons. If your child is a part of the 

gardening group, please ensure the come equipped with a warm coat and jumper and their 

wellies! 

 

If the weather is not our side, then we will be running a club in doors which will support children 

with life skills or emotional health and mental health and wellbeing. 

 

A huge round of applause to everyone! We couldn’t be prouder of our little stars.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Busy Bees at October Half Term – BOOK NOW! 

 
 

 

Mindful Autumn Crafts 

Yoga and mindfulness club on Monday 

mornings have been making mindful autumnal 

art. I think you will agree, they are beautiful!  

Guiness World Records 

We have been learning about the Guiness World Records in assembly this week and the children 

have been really interested in different records and how everyone has a chance to shine. They 

have an interactive quiz that you may want to do with your children, to see what their superpower 

is and whether they can make their own world record. The link to the quiz is here - What's your 

super power? | Guinness World Records let us know if we have any record breakers amongst us!  

https://kids.guinnessworldrecords.com/record-selector-kids/index?dm_i=7MXK,29GN1,IJZXY,4AKCR,1
https://kids.guinnessworldrecords.com/record-selector-kids/index?dm_i=7MXK,29GN1,IJZXY,4AKCR,1


 

 
 

 

Diary Dates 

Lots of dates will be added regularly – keep an eye on the diary dates section! We will add 

more detail in the coming weeks. 

 

October 

Friday 3rd   KS2 Celebration Assembly – 2.45pm 

Monday 6th    Year 6 Bikeability 

Tuesday 7th    Year 6 Bikeability 

    Individual photographs 

Wednesday 8th  Phonics open session for parents – 11am  

Friday 10th    R/KS1 Celebration Assembly – 2.45pm 

Tuesday 21st   Parents Evening 

Thursday 23rd   Parents Evening 

Friday 24th    R/KS1 Celebration Assembly – 2.45pm 

    Break up for half term 

W/C 27th    School Closed – Busy Bees open all week 

 

November 

Monday 3rd    Training Day – School closed, Busy Bees open 

Friday 7th   KS2 Celebration Assembly – 2.45pm 

Tuesday 11th   Coffee Morning 8.40am 

Friday 14th    Year 6 Bikeability 

    Children in Need 

11th November 



    R/KS1 Celebration Assembly – 2.45pm 

Monday 17th    Year 6 Bikeability 

    Saplings and Great Oaks trip to Chester Zoo 

Friday 21st    KS2 Celebration Assembly – 2.45pm 

Friday 28th   R/KS1 Celebration Assembly – 2.45pm 

 

December 

Tuesday 2nd    Coffee morning 

Friday 5th    KS2 Celebration Assembly – 2.45pm 

    Clubs finish for Christmas 

Monday 8th   Rock Steady Concert 

Wednesday 10th   R/KS1 Christmas Production – 10am and 2pm 

Friday 12th   Grandparents Around the Christmas Tree 

Wednesday 17th   Christmas Dinner Day 

Thursday 18th   KS2 Christmas Production at St Bartholomew’s Church – 2pm 

    School finishes for Christmas 

Friday 19th    Training Day – school closed – Busy Bees open  

 

Monday 22nd   Busy Bees Open 

Tuesday 23rd   Busy Bees Open 

Monday 29th    Busy Bees Open 

Tuesday 30th   Busy Bees Open 

 

January 2026 

Friday 2nd    Busy Bees Open  

Monday 5th   School reopens for the Spring Term 

 

2025/2026 Calendar of main events 

This is a summary of main events. Please keep looking at the half-termly diary dates section on 

the newsletter, as they get updated regularly. 

 

 

Growing Together, Reaching for the Sky 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


