
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Good afternoon, 

What a busy 2 weeks we have had since half-term! This newsletter is full of activities and events 

that the children have been involved with plus information about things that are coming up. As 

always please see the dates at the end of the letter for events in the near future and the whole 

school diary at the very end which covers the rest of the school year. 

I have spent much of this week proudly showing off our school to quite a number of prospective 

parents of children from all age groups. This is as a result of the sad news that our neighbours at 

Heathfield House will probably be closing their doors in July. Many of these parents arrived at our 

door in shock that they had been put in the position of having to find a new school for their primary 

aged children. After looking round and seeing our fabulous school in action many left feeling 

reassured that they had a super option in Ripponden J&I School. Some are already in the process 

of putting in their transition requests to transfer their child to us which is wonderful! A big thank 

you must go to Elisabeth Allison from Heathfield who has been signposting her parents to the 

local schools and talks about our school with real warmth due to her first hand experience as a 

parent here.  

We are looking forwards to seeing you all at parents evenings this week. If you haven’t yet made 

an appointment then please email the office and they will find you an available slot.  

If you would like to get in touch about anything then please drop in at reception or email the office 

at: office@ripponden.calderdale.sch.uk who will forward your message on. You may also be able 

to catch me in the playground at pick up or drop off times. 

 Headteacher (Interim) 

 Ripponden Family Quiz - still time to get your ticket! 

 

Don’t forget that our wonderful School Council are trying to raise funds for school.  

Please support them (and have some fun as you do) by taking part in their Quiz. This will be 

after school on Friday 20th March 3.30pm-4.15pm. Tickets are £2 per person or £5 for a family 

of 4. Please send ticket money (cash only) in an envelope with your child’s name and class 

written on so we can send tickets home. Alternatively, you can buy tickets at the school office 

but again this must be cash only. 
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Emotional Regulation at Ripponden 

We are creating an emotional regulation programme at 

Ripponden. This will support pupils to manage each 

emotion, and we are using the Inside Out characters to 

support this, as they are relatable and fun! 

 

In the first week all of the children have had the 

opportunity to watch Inside Out in their classrooms. We 

then spent 30 minutes as a school thinking about 

Happiness (Joy) and Sadness and coming up with 

strategies we can use in school to manage both 

emotions. The assembly was a huge hit and the children 

had some amazing ideas. 

 

This week we continued with Anger, Anxiety and Fear, 

and next week we will look at Embarrassment and Envy 

(KS2 only). 

 

All classes have an emotional regulation display so that 

children can resonate with the emotions and use the 

strategies every day. 

Feelings Day 

On Friday 27th March we will have a Feelings Day called ‘Exploring Emotions from the Inside 

Out’ and each child can wear a colour of the Inside Out character they like the most. 

We love reading! 

Thank you so much for all the books you have donated so far! We love reading here at 

Ripponden and always like to keep our book choices up to date and varied. Your donations this 

year have gone a long way to helping us do this! If you would still like to donate then please see 

the wish list here (this will be open until the Easter hols):  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/FH2MHBANGUVJ?ref_=wl_share 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/FH2MHBANGUVJ?ref_=wl_share


 

Chestnuts’ Class Reward 

After achieving their target Chestnuts had an amazing time in the hall with the big apparatus for 

their reward. 

  

      

Great Fire of Ripponden! 

   

On Thursday afternoons, Great Oaks have been having History lessons with Mrs Bolton. Last 

half-term, they have been learning about the causes and consequences of the 1666 Great Fire 

of London. Today they re-enacted the Great Fire in the playground with cardboard boxes. The 

children recalled all the main facts that they have learned and the fire was put out by London 

resident and fire volunteer (Damian), who pulled down a house to create a fire break. He was 

given permission to do this by King Charles II (Gordon, our Rotary Club reader). The fire 

warden (Amelia) confirmed it was out and the Town Crier (Mrs Bolton) announced the good 

news to all the residents (Great Oaks). They had been watching from a safe distance, the other 

side of the River Thames (the brown benches in the playground).  

 



West Yorkshire Cross Country Finals 

We had a fantastic day on Tuesday 3rd March with this lovely bunch of KS2 children! They all 

qualified for the  West Yorkshire Country Finals at Temple Newsam so we took them along to 

compete with hundreds of other children. Look at those smiles and blue skies! No medals but 

every single on of our children ran their hearts out. Well done! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Boys Football Ripponden V Copley 

Ripponden 3 – 6 Copley 

We started really well with an amazing 2 goal lead but then Copley made an amazing 

comeback to 2-3. Moments later we had chance after chance after chance but the half-time 

whistle blew. In the second half Copley scored 2 outstanding goals to put it 2-5. Then a few 

more chances Ripponden scored and then it was 3-5 but then out of the traps Copley scored 

another and five minutes later the full-time whistle blew then that was how the game ENDED. 

By Evan  

PTFA Mothers Day Shop  

 



 

Are you going to the Ball?! 

The PTFA Gala Ball is on Saturday 18th April. Please support them and their ambitious aim to raise 

£20000 this year to update the school playground equipment.  Tickets can be bought online, just 

follow this link: https://www.zeffy.com/en-GB/ticketing/ripponden-gala 

 

World Book Day 

A fabulous day of dressing up, dressing down and books, books and more books! 

Lots more photos to see on Class Dojo. 
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Diary Dates 

Lots of dates will be added regularly – keep an eye on the diary dates section! We will add 

more detail in the coming weeks. 

 

March 2026 

 

Tues 10th Parents Evening 

Thurs 12th Parents Evening 

Fri 20th Clubs finish for Easter 

Fri 20th  R/KS1 Celebration Assembly – 2.45pm 

Mon 23rd 9.30 am - Rocksteady Concert 

Fri 27th Feelings Day – Dress Down Day 

Fri 27th   KS2 Celebration Assembly – 2.45pm 

Fri 27th  School closes for Easter Break 

Mon 30th - Easter Break 

Fri 10th  

 

April 2026 

Mon 13th  School re-opens 8.40am 

Fri 24th  R/KS1 Celebration Assembly – 2.45pm 

 

May 2026 

 

Fri 1st   KS2 Celebration Assembly – 2.45pm 

Mon 4th  Bank Holiday – school closed 

Fri 8th   R/KS1 Celebration Assembly – 2.45pm 

11th-15th  Y6 SATS week 

Fri 15th  KS2 Celebration Assembly – 2.45pm 

Fri 22nd  R/KS1 Celebration Assembly – 2.45pm 

Fri 22nd  School closes for half term 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2025/2026 Calendar of main events (see below) 

This is a summary of main events. Please keep looking at the half-termly diary dates section on the newsletter, as they get updated regularly. 

 



 


